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According to an article appearing in the Washington Post (12/10/88), President Jose Napoleon
Duarte and his Christian Democrat Party are making a comeback, evidenced in recent polls and
statements by political analysts. Following the March legislative and municipal elections, Duarte's
personal approval rating had dropped to less than 25%, according to his party's polls. Capitalizing
on the Christian Democrats' image as corrupt and incompetent, ARENA appeared assured of
winning the presidency in March 1989. Since then Duarte's image has improved. At present,
the president reportedly enjoys an approval rating above 50%. After having most of his stomach
removed, Duarte lost most of his hair and dropped from 210 pounds to 136 pounds, and was barely
able to speak above a whisper. After three rounds of chemotherapy he has gained about 20 pounds,
and has recovered his voice. In recent weeks, Duarte has appeared at a series of rallies. A poll
of 1,004 people from across the country performed in November by the Jesuit-run University of
Central America (UCA), showed ARENA candidate Alfredo Cristiani with 26.2%, followed by
Fidel Chavez Mena of the Christian Democrats with 21.3%. In third place with 6%, was the leftist
coalition known as the Democratic Convergence. The Authentic Christian Movement (Christian
Democrat dissidents), led by Julio Adolfo Rey Prendes, received less than than 1%. About 28%
were undecided, and 15% said they would not vote. The UCA poll roughly parallels the results of
poll done in October by a Gallup affiliate and an internal Christian Democrat poll. ARENA says its
polls show it leading the Christian Democrats by 54% to 31%. An unnamed independent political
observer cited by the Post said, "In March, the people wanted to punish the Christian Democrats,
and especially Duarte. In 1989 he is the hero, very macho as he battles cancer. We are a generous
people, and people feel Duarte was punished, and there is no bitterness, so they will support him
again, out of sympathy or affection." Ignacio Ellacuria, rector of UCA and a respected political
analyst, agreed the shifting polls showed many of those who voted for ARENA in March did so not
because they supported the party but to punish the Christian Democrats and said it was possible no
candidate would poll more than 40%.
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